Carotid sinus hypersensitivity and syncope.
The patient with a hypersensitive carotid sinus reflex and syncope may pose special challenges in evaluation and treatment. Specifically, although the finding of carotid sinus hypersensitivity may indeed indicate an exaggerated vagal tone that causes syncope, it may also be a chance association in a patient with syncope due to another cause. Careful clinical and electrophysiologic testing may be needed to distinguish these two possibilities. Furthermore, the need for drug therapy or cardiac pacing (or both) must be determined on an individual basis, depending on the relative contributions of cardioinhibitory and vasodepressor components to the patient's symptoms and also on the degree of patient limitation.